EARLY   DAYS
ordinary ability the power of self-education is wanting. It was to the average actor, more than to the exceptional one, that the training of the stock company was of so great value. Not to a meteoric genius such as Edmund Kean, but to the vast average who are never destined to rise above competency, its benefits were most substantial. No better illustration of the advantages of the system can be found than is presented to us by the second and lesser Kean. In him discipline and practice worked wonders. To use the words of George Henry Lewes: " The stamping, spluttering, ranting, tricky actor, who in his ' sallet days' excited so much mirth and so much blame, has become remarkable for the naturalness and forcible quietness with which he plays certain parts." No training, of course, could make him the equal of his father. There was, to the very end, much truth in the bitter and almost brutal statement of a contemporary critic that "to name Edmund Kean, father, with 21